The partnership will provide access to safe water and sanitation for vulnerable children and families.

Xylem\'s Covid-19 contribution will be directed towards the most at-risk communities, providing critical supplies and supporting UNICEF\'s community health programs and youth engagement initiatives. UNICEF\'s Covid-19 water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) response targets at-risk, low-capacity countries to secure WASH services and Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) in health facilities, schools, households and community settings.

"The role of water in family and community health is fundamental, and has only become more important during this pandemic," said Patrick Decker, Xylem\'s president and CEO. "Communities with access to water, sanitation and hygiene have a strong first line of defence in the fight against the spread of Covid-19. And as communities come together to help each other, we feel privileged to work with partners like UNICEF to bring them some extra help -- especially the most vulnerable children and families -- so they can keep themselves and those around them safe and healthy."

In April 2020, Xylem announced that it was extending its Partner Community Grants Program to support community-level responses to Covid-19 (see *Pump Industry Analyst*, April 2020). The company\'s corporate citizenship program, Xylem Watermark, is inviting customers and partners worldwide to nominate non-profit organizations in their communities to receive grant funding for Covid-19 responses.

Grants will be prioritized for non-profits working in communities that are either currently heavily impacted by Covid-19, or are high-risk, low-resource locations.

Xylem Watermark is also matching all funds raised by its partners in support of local non-profits fighting Covid-19.

For further information, visit [www.xylem.com](http://www.xylem.com){#interrefs10}, [www.unicef.org](http://www.unicef.org){#interrefs20} and [www.xylem.com/en-us/watermark/covid-19-response/watermark-pc-grants-program/](http://www.xylem.com/en-us/watermark/covid-19-response/watermark-pc-grants-program/){#interrefs30}
